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Fusion December Newsletter  

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

What a wonderful Thanksgiving! Even though holidays can be overwhelming (at times underwhelming), the reason for them still stands. What are you thankful for? What has 

God done right in front of your eyes this year? What has He done in the depths of your heart in a place so deep that only you and God can see? Those gifts of Gods provision, no 
matter how ñsmallò, are the things He wants us to focus on in life. 1 Thessalonians gives us this command in chapter 5:18 ñIn everything give thanks: for this is the will of God 

concerning you.ò You ever say to yourself ñGod, just show me what your will is for me?!òé.He did in the contents of this verse. Selahé Letôs make sure that we carry this 

attitude into our everyday lives, not just at thanksgiving time. You might just be surprised at how your life and walk with God will go from cold or luke-warm, to a hot, vibrant, 
burning relationship with your Creator. We had a great night of capture the flag along with a bonfire in lieu of our normal Fusion youth meetings and they were so fun! Youth 

Sunday was a blessing to me, as I pray and trust it was for the body. The talent these students have been given is so incredible to witness and I am honored to be working with all 

of them. In these students I have seen joy and thankfulness despite difficult situations they have no control over. I have seen servant hearts selflessly helping in situations they did 
not cause, just because they want to help. I have seen tremendous faith in these students as they pray for their friends, families, and believe big prayers for themselves as well. To 

God be the glory!  

December 

Dec 2nd: FUSION 6pm-8pm 

Dec 9th: FUSION 6pm-8pm 

Dec 16th: FUSION Christmas Party/Birthday Game Night! 6pm-8pm 

Dec 23rd: NO FUSION (Christmas break) 

Dec 30th: NO FUSION (New Years break) 

January 

Jan 4th & 5th: Fusion Prayer Retreat 6pm-9am (we will sleep at the church) 

Jan 6th: FUSION Birthday Game Night 6pm-8pm 

Jan 6th: Deadline to sign up for the Fusion Bowling Night 

Jan 13th: FUSION 6pm-8pm 

Jan 20th: FUSION 6pm-8pm 

Jan 21st: FUSION Bowling Night at Rockwell Lanes 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Jan 27th: Deadline to sign up and pay for FUSION Snow Tubing trip 

Jan 27th: FUSION 6pm-8pm 

Jan 31st: Youth Sunday worship practice 6pm-8pm 

February 

Feb 1st: Youth Sunday skit/drama practice 6pm-8pm  

Feb 2nd: Youth Sunday full run through practice 9:30am-11:30am (lunch after for students involved) 

Feb 3rd: YOUTH SUNDAY!!! (NO FUISON Superbowl Sunday) 

Feb 8th-10th: High School Retreat (NO FUSION on 10th due to retreat) 

Feb 15th: Fusion Snow Tubing Trip! 7pm-9pm 

Feb 17th: FUSION Birthday Game Night 

Feb 24th: FUSION 6pm-8pm 

*If your student(s) is involved in extracurricular activities such as sports, music, drama, etc please give me or Faith a copy of their schedules/dates if they would like us to come watch them. We love 

supporting our students in this way and really love seeing them in their element! 

 

For more information about these events please find us on Facebook at Fusion Youth Ministry, email us at fusionfbcg@gmail.com, check out our Fusion Youth table in the youth building, or see Pastor 

Matt. 

 

God Bless, Pastor Matt & Faith :)  

mailto:fusionfbcg@gmail.com
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A new prayer ministryé 

A new ministry has been created to pray for each child and young person in our church 

directory on an individual basis at least once a week.  

If you have any child or young person that you would like to add to the directory list  

(a grandchild, niece, nephew) please text or email me with their first name and age.  

If you have a specific prayer request for a child or young person, please text or email me 

with as much or as little information as you would like to give. ALL requests will be 

confidential, unless harm or  

 criminal action is stated.  

If any child or young person has a prayer request,  

please have them text or email me with as much or little as they wish.  

Again, it will be kept confidential.  

All specific prayer requests will be prayed for more than once a week.  

 

 

Contact information: Roberta Cooke-717-321-3750                                                                                                                        

Email:     4kidprayers@gmail.com  

 Cooke 

 

Did you know that while you 
are sitting in church on 

Sunday, there are people 
around you that are praying 
for the service? We have a 
group of Prayer Warriors 

that lift up our pastor, our 
worship team, the youth, 
kidõs church and every other 

aspect of our morning 
services to the Lord. If you 
feel led to be a part of this 
amazing and vital ministry, 
please contact Arla McBeth.  

 

 

mailto:4kidprayers@gmail.com
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THE BIBLE HAS THE ANSWER by Mark Punchard Sr.  
 

 This season of the year we sing many Christmas Carols.  Included in the verses are many Biblical truths from Scripture.  What  I have found 

interesting is how these carols came to be written.  I am using a set of books by Ken W. Osbeck called 101 HYMN STORIES and 101 MORE HYMN 

STORIES.   My prayer is that you will find this as fascinating as I do and more appreciate these carols as we sing them throughout the C hristmas 

season. 

 In his preface to his first book, Ken Osbeck says òChristian song is the overflow of the Christian heart.  If our hearts are ful l, our singing will 

be full.  

 Ken points out about the Wesleys it was said that, for every person won with their preaching, ten were won through their musi c. 

 òThroughout the ages even to the present time: the songs of Martin Luther, Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley, John Newton, Ira Sankey, Phillip 

Bliss, Fanny Crosby, John Peterson and other contemporaries have been used providentially by a Sovereign God to challenge the  unbeliever, to edify 

the saint, and to fan revival fires.  

 

The Power of Christian Song  

 

There's something about a fine old hymn  

That can stir the heart of a man;  

That can reach to the goal of his inmost soul  

Such as no mere preaching can.  

 

It's more than the tune of the song he sings  

And it's more than the poet's rhyme - 

It's the Spirit of God working through these things  

That gives them power sublime!  

 

So we thank Thee, Lord, for the fine old hymns;  

May we use them again and again  

As we seek to save from a hopeless grave  

The souls of our fellow men!  

 

Author Unknown  

 

HANDEL'S MESSIAH:   Handel's crowning achievement, Messiah, was not an immediate success.  In 1741, he was heavily in debt following a string of 

musical failures.  It seemed that his career was over and he may even be forced to go to debtor's prison.  On April 8, 1741, George Frederick Handel 

gave what he believed to be his final concert.  

 Later that year, two key events changed the course of Handel's life and the landscape of music forever ð his friend Charles Jenn ens wrote a 

libretto taken from the Bible, based on the life of Jesus Christ, and gave it to Handel.  Then, Handel was given funding by a  group of charities from 

Dublin, Ireland, to compose a new work for a benefit performance that would help free men from debtor's prison.  Handel would  also receive his own 

commission for composing the work, which in turn helped him on his path to reversing his own misfortune.  

 The composition of Messiah, the complete 260 page oratorio, began on August 22, 1741 and was composed in just 24 days, when H andel 

finished the final orchestration on September 14, 1741.  

He did this without much sleep or even taking much time to eat.  

 When he performed it for the first time in Dublin on April 13, 1742, it was a huge success.  However it was not met with the same enthusiasm 

in London, the next year.  Six of his scheduled performances were canceled, and in 1744, the Messiah was completely removed f rom the schedule.  

 London's Foundling Hospital held a fundraising concert, where Handel performed a mix of new music as well as older pieces inc lud ing the 

òHallelujah Chorusó.  This concert was so well received that Handel was invited back the next year to do the complete Messiah Oratorio.  Performances 

of the Messiah became an Easter tradition well into the 1770's at this hospital.  Handel used his earnings from the early per formances to help the poor, 

needy, orphaned, widowed and sick.  

 When King George II stood up at the Hallelujah Chorus at the March 23, 1743 concert, everyone else in the audience stood up o ut of respect 

for the king, thus starting the tradition of standing for the Hallelujah Chorus every  
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time it is sung.  While no one knows for sure why King George II stood, it has been suggested that he did so since he knew th e Scriptures and 

recognized that this portion of the Messiah must show respect to the Supreme Authority who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords . He also recognized 

this portion of the Messiah came from Revelation 19.  The previous song in the Messiah came from Psalm 2 which encouraged us to give honor to God's 

Messiah.  

 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL:  Was written some time around the 12 th  century A.D. and used in the Advent Vesper Services.  During Advent which 

begins 4 Sundays before Christmas, it was a time used to emphasize the anticipation of the first coming of Christ.  His comin g was first prophesied in 

the 6 th  century B.C. when the Jews were in Babylon. This song was sung as a chant which was the style in the middle ages.  

 Verse 1 stresses Emmanuel or deliverer, Verse 2 highlights the Lord of Might who gave the Law at Mt. Sinai (Ex.19:16), Verse 3 speaks of the 

òRod of Jesseó, which is a reference to Isaiah 11:1, Verse 4 calls the Messiah, òDayspringó from on high (Luke 1:78b) which literally means òsun-rising.ó, 

Verse 5 talks about the òKey of David,ówhich is from Isaiah 9:6 and 22:22. 

 John M. Neale (1818 -1866), an Anglican pastor translated this hymn from the Latin.  

 

HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING:   While according to the internet (and we all know how accurate that can be), The Twelve Days of Christmas  is 

the most popular carol of all time.  According to hymnologist John Julian this is one of the four most popular hymns in the E ngl ish language.  It is 

thought to have been written approximately one year after  Charles Wesley's conversion experience at Aldersgate in 1738.  It was edited by George 

Whitefield in 1753.  

 But like some many of Wesley's hymns this text is really a condensed course in biblical doctrine in poetic form.  Following t he re-telling of the 

angelic visit to the shepherds in the initial stanza, the succeeding verses teach such spiritual truths as the virgin  birth,  Christ's deity, the immortality 

of the soul, the second or new birth and a concern for Christ - like living.  

 Eric Routley, a noted English hymnist once observed that the Wesley hymns were composed in order that men and women might sin g their 

way, not only into experience, but also into knowledge; that the cultured might have their culture baptized and the ignorant might be led into truth by 

the gentle hand of melody and rhyme.  

THIS IS WHAT CHRISTMAS IS ALL ABOUT by Helen Steiner Rice  

CHRISTMAS to me is a GIFT from ABOVE -  

a GIFT of SALVATION born in GOD'S LOVE,  

For far beyond what my mind comprehends  

my ETERNAL FUTURE completely depends  

On that FIRST CHRISTMAS NIGHT centuries ago  

when GOD sent HIS SON to the earth below -  

For if the CHRIST CHILD had not been born  

there would be no rejoicing on EASTER MORN,  

For only because CHRIST was born and died  

and hung on a cross to be crucified  

Can worldly sinners like you and me  

be fit to live in ETERNITY  

So  CHRISTMAS is more than òGETTING and GIVINGó 

it's the why and the wherefore of infinite living,  

It's the positive proof for doubting GOD never  

for in HIS KINGDOM life is forever -  

And that is the reason that on CHRISTMAS DAY  

I can only kneel down and prayerfully say,  

òThank YOU GOD, for sending YOUR SON 

so when my work on earth is done  

I can look at last on YOUR HOLY FACE  

knowing YOU saved me alone by YOUR GRACE!ó 

        Keep Looking Up!!!  
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PRAY for the Martin family as they transition back into life in Africa while continuing to grieve the loss of their son Caleb.   

PRAY for Disciple Makersõ Colleen Christian as she  transitions out of work at Gettysburg College to work close to family 
whom she can help care for.   

PRAISE GOD for Blake and Katie Stone (whom FBC supported while they served in Haiti) as they prepare to be parents 
this February 2019!  

PRAISE GOD  and PRAY for Brandon and Cheri Boyd as they transition to life in TX where Brandon will serve as an  
Assistant Missionsõ Pastor and Cheri will continue to help meet the educational needs of families serving with SIM.   

PRAISE GOD for Rusty and Rissa Innerst (Peru) who celebrated 15 years of marriage this past June!  PRAY for them as 
they seek to serve remote communities by meeting physical needs.  Pray that God will open doors to share Christ as well!  

PLEASE KEEP OUR MISSIONARIES IN PRAYER  

OCTOBER 7, 14 21 following the second service.  

See Pastor Carl if interested.  
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Musselman Greenhouses  
offer beautiful Christmas 

poinsettias. Look for an order 

form in the office. They will most 

likely be delivered here at the 

church on Dec 21 and used to 

decorate the sanctuary for the  

service on the 23rd.  

After that, you can 

take them to 

decorate your 
home! 

"Submitted by Whitney V. Myers.  You can download the photo with Daniel 7:13  

from https://twitter.com/scriptureway .  You do not need a Twitter account to access the photos as well as 

the daily Bible verses and devotional thoughts on this link."  

 

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT  
THE STAFF RELATIONS BOARD WILL GIVE A GIFT TO OUR 

STAFF AT THE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE. PLEASE GIVE YOUR 
MONETARY GIFT TO ANYONE ON THE STAFF RELATIONS 

BOARD (LORI MILEY, LAURA MEALS, DAVE POE, MAC 
MCBETH) IF YOU WANT TO WRITE A CHECK TO A PARTICULAR 

�6�7�$�)�)���0�(�0�%�(�5���7�+�$�7�¾�6���)�,�1�(�����%�8�7���,�7���:�,�/�/���1�2�7���%�(���7�$�;��
DEDUCTIBLE.  
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STAFF! 


